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PREFACE. 



pATENTS were doubtless unknown in prehistoric times, for 
^ we have good reason to suppose that the first was not issued 
until the mediaeval era of Gonzago the Bald, when Ivan Wayoffski, 
a Russian inventor, obtained a caveat on a "newe devyse for 
combynge ye lokkes " (a plan for what is now known as parting 
the hair). 

Patents certainly had a fitful existence until the dawn of the 
present century, when the presence of the Yankee Brain caused 
a golden era of inventions, with such numeric results that to-day 
our Commissioner of Patents has abandoned all idea of ever again 
taking account of stock. Some conception of the vastness of the 
field may be gained from the fact that the Commissioner has 
issued, on suspenders and shoulder-braces alone, 102,807 patents. 

With our American patents in operation, the present may be 
fitly termed the Century of Conveniences ; for Man now journeys 
through life with a host of new appliances surrounding him, and 
at every stage up pop great conveniences, little conveniences, 
necessary conveniences, bona-fide conveniences, likewise alleged 
conveniences, imitation conveniences, and over-the-left conven- 
iences. 

The purpose of this volume is to give some notable modern 
instances of the latter class. 

S 
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THE AUTOMATIC BULL-CATCHER. 




FIG I.— THE TEN-ACRE PERIL. 

*' Sisters, beware the cowardly bully of the field ! His butt is worse than his bite." 

Madame de Sta&l. 
" 'Twas ever thus from childhood's hour, 
I've skipped across the verdant lea, 
With some cow's brother, wild and sour, 

Cavorting, snorting after me. 
I never seek a field or dell, 

But find that brindle bully nigh : 
I would that he were Moore's gazelle. 
For then he would be sure to die." 

After Moore, only a little Morceau. 

SPAIN has her bull fights ; America her bull flights. The Spaniards, 
being skilled bovine manipulators, are able to hustle the bull ; but in 
this land the bull-chased brotherhood being amateurs, are obliged to let 
the bull do the hustling. 

9 
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The Yankee, therefore, being unable to successfully contend with this 
animal, it follows that he should be protected, by some outside agent, 
from a foe who always delights in taking a cowardly ; or, more properly, 
a bullying advantage. 




Heretofore in America the fence and stone wall have been man's 
bulwark against bull invasions. Man, however, cannot carry about with 
him the protecting stone wall ; nor have ready, in his trousers' pocket, 
a picket fence ; therefore, when he is in the country he is bound, sooner 




FIG. 3. 



or later, to meet a bull far from either — say in the centre of a ten-acre 
lot, where the brute can carry on his operations unchecked. 

How, then, can man be guarded ? 

An invention, just patented, will remedy this ten-acre peril ; and hence- 
forth Man may with impunity meet his bovine bully in meadows where 
protecting fences are unknown. 



THE AUTOMATIC BULL-CATCHER, 



II 



THE APPARATUS. 



On the back of the bull the owner straps a small mortar ; and in this 
gun, which is kept properly loaded, is placed a small grapnel and a stout 
connected rope. Observe that, when the bull rushes at the man, this 




mortar shoots the grapnel into space, the rope uncoiling as the iron prong 
flies through the air. (See Fig. 3.) The grapnel, in a second, drops to 
the ground, one of the flukes catches in the soft sod, and, presto I the. 
charging bull is brought to a short stop. (See Fig. 4.) Then the rescued 




FIG. 5. 

man strolls off leisurely, or mayhap seats himself near the anchored 
and harmless brute, takes out a "Herald" and languidly cons the 
" personals.*' If an artist, he can sketch the brute at the m. <st favorable 
moment. (See Fig. 5.) 
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" But," says someone, " who fires 
the gun which accomplishes all this ? ^ 

Unscientific reader, are you not 
aware that there is such a thing as 
spontaneous combustion ? And do 
you not know that heat causes the 
same? 

Very well. The heat generated by 
the rapid action of the bull finds its 
way to the powder in that mortar; 
thus the gun is fired, and the grapnel 
shot into space. 

For the women, who are specially 
persecuted by the cow*s brother, 
another invention will furnish them 
with an additional safeguard. The 
new article is called "the Balloon 
Bonnet." Its crown is simply a silk 
balloon collapsed, so as to form a 
very pretty turban. At the back is an 
alcohol sponge, daintily trimmed with 
point lace ; and at the approach of the 
brute the spirit is ignited ; the bonnet, 
under the effect of the gas thereby 
generated, expands into a balloon; 
and the woman is lifted into space 
just a$ her enemy*s horns approach 
her. 



. 6. — SHOWING THE BALLOON 
BONNET IN OPERATION. 



THE MULTUM IN PARVO TRAIN.* 



* As we jouraey through life, let us live by the way.' 



Gin Mill Idyl, 



IN these luxurious days nearly all the requisites for comfortable living 
can be found on wheels. We have boudoir cars, buffet cars, parlor 
cars, drawing-room cars, smoking cars, and sleeping cars. A man can 
board a train on the Atlantic coast, and not have occasion to get off 
until he has reached the Pacific. 

But with all our present advantages, further improvements are con- 
templated; and the proposed new overland train — to be called the 
** World-on-Wheels Special " — will be another step toward the comfort 
of travelers. 

This train, beside the usual well-known special cars, will have new 
ones, which will rep- 
resent the latest 
swelling of the rail- 
road bump on man's 
cranium. . 

First there will be 
the Garden-sass Car, 
under the charge of 
gardeners from the 
hotbeds of Europe. This car will be kept in a high state of cultivation, 
insuring to passengers fresh vegetables at each meal, including corn in 
the ear, corn on the cob, and mushrooms raised while the car is in the 
tunnels. 

Next will be the Barn-yard Car, stocked with prize cows, prize pigs, 
and honorary-mention poultry. Thus, although the train will not stop 
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THE GARDEN-SASS CAR. 



' Since this article was written the Vestibule Train has appeared upon the rails, thus 
giving an early indication that the wheel world will ultimately be operated as described 
above. 

13 
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'twixt the Atlantic and the Pacific, warm morning and evening milk, 
spare-ribs, and fresh eggs can always be had. This system of fresh 

farm products will 

insure the most 

L- - -^^ - .^ i*-' -sr^^ .-.— a^ -^" '^^^'^Ov wholesome food ; 

'*^S i" ^^^S^ ^^^"^!! *^ SH^^y^' vt * *"^ tourists, as 

Wffe^^^MKiBn C H r rfQ.kiirT?fcyri a|||^ ^M they whiz past the 

^5;^ home of the Rail- 
road Sandwich, can 
place their thumbs 
at their noses, and 
wave their fingers aloft, in accordance with a well-known combination of 
contemporary life. 

Running directly behind these, and supplied in all seasons with neces- 
sary adjuncts for its proper use by travelers, will be found the Lyceum 
Car, which will be used for lectures, stereopticons, theatricals, ratification 




THE BARN-YARD CAR. 




^^=^=- -= 



THE LYCEUM CAR. 



meetings, raffles, dog-fights, fairs, roller-skating, and the many other 
modes of evening amusement. Some one can always be found to occupy 
the stage, even for Wednesday matinees; and if any ticket speculator 
presents himself, he can be transferred to a slow freight-train going the 
other way. We call attention to the sunset gun, on the roof. This, 
fired amid the reverberating Rockies, will make timid travelers think 
that not only the sun, but the whole solar system has set. 
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Following these will be coupled the Laundry Car, conducted by Un 
Hung, or some other Yangste Yankee. Each passenger can, if he 
chooses, change his linen 
every half hour (tunnels =r ' ^ ^ - 

excepted), and have his ^ . V" - 
washing dried in the f^Tj^'Fl^ 1^ 

^A>-rious climate of tI11_ ^^ ^^ - 

Califor'ny! A coupon _^pU^! ^-4^^pv?> 

laundry - book will ac ^*— ^^^^^^^*^^*^ 

company each railroad 

ticket, allowing four 

shirts between New York and Hoboken, and one between Chicago and 

San Francisco. 

The Yankee-Notion Car will remove the ennui of the lady passengers, 




THE LAUNDKY CAR, 




THE YANKEE-NOTION CAR. 

by enabling them to shop while en route^ and purchase remnants on the 

prairies, or among the canons. 

The Lawn-Ten n is 
Car will enable the 
young to while away 
the hours, and get the 
.,='>r-* benefit of outdoor ex- 
ercise among the 
Sierras. Rate, per 
game, $15.18. Games 

played while passing through tunnels, 75c. each. Snow-storm games, 13c. 




THE LAWN-TENNIS CAR. 
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A. 



The Bathing Car will afford a chance to remove the soot and cinders 
that have sifted through to the bones. A clean skin will make the pas- 
senger feel so frisky 
that he will be per- 
mitted to jump off 
and on the rushing 
train to exercise his 
\ renewed vitality. 

Finally we will have 
'■d^ the Divorce Drawing- 
room Car, for the 
special seclusion and 
comfort of mismated 
mates, en route to the great divorce belt of the North-West, where 
marriage certificates are used for fly-paper. 
This car will be dropped at Chicago, and switched on to a turntable. 




THE BATHING CAR. 
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THE DIVORCE DRAWING-ROOM CAR. 



lUCHlb. 



It will then be made to revolve three times, which act, according to 
Blackstone^ in ** Every Man His Own Judge " (sect. 9, pp. i, 317) shall 
constitute a legal separation for all the passengers within. 

A complete law library (on divorce rulings, etc.) will be found over 
the water-cooler. A telephone will connect with the engineer, thus 



THE MULTUM IN PARVO TRAIN, 1/ 

enabling timid dames to frequently ask if a cow can be seen on the track 
this side of the Pacific coast. 

Unkind reader, what does all this mean ? 

It means that, if you are alive at the close of the next century, you will 
have witnessed strange things I 

It means that the future may see many home circles on wheels. 

Why not live en route ? 

A thousand die in houses to one who meets death by railroad accident. 
Which mode of living is safer ? 
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THE AUTOMATON DUMMY BOVINE USHER. 



O'ROURKE, in his "Impressions Of A 'Longshoreman," aptly 
says: — 

'* Divil a steer can yiz git to go furrst up a gang-plank, unliss yiz can make some 
other steer go ahead av him; an' it's*meself has often wondhered whoy two min couldn't 
make up like a heifer, an' by goin' back and foorth on the gang-plank decave the rale 
bastes into foUyin it aboord." 

Here is keen insight into animal nature, followed by a pregnant 
suggestion. 

We know the elephant, the horse, the cow, the mule, and all other 
animals, shrink from going ^rj/ into any strange place; and it would 




take an unknown quantity of compound hydraulic power to make one 
of th^ above-mentioned brutes budge an inch beyond the halting point 
marked out by its sovereign intellect. This is just where the animal's 
bump of locality silhouettes itself against the horizon, and all the bumps 
on man's cranium cannot alter the situation. 

19 
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Occasionally, however, a trained brute will lead the way, when^ 
presto! — the rest follow without hesitation; reasoning, doubtless, that 
the first will not lead them where its own hide will be endangered. This 
shows that eighty-four and seven-eighths per cent of faith which has also 
caused many a human animal to follow his leader to harmful places. 

But, unfortunately, this trained guide is scarce ; consequently many a 
good steamer has to wait and whistle, while our Celtic (seaboard) cowboys 

wrestle with the 
animated cattle 
brands, and get 
them aboard in 
homoeopathic 
z^-^ quantities. Those 
who ''go down to 
the sea in ships** 

, , _ know that one 

^ ^^ landlubber of a 

mule can be the 
cause of more 

gang-plank athletics than could be witnessed in our choicest gymnasium ; 
and who can blame the steamer for finally cursing, i.e. blowing off steam ? 
How can this be remedied ? How can cattle-loading be facilitated ? 
Simply by using the new Automaton Dummy Bovine Usher, which, 
when wound, will amble back and forth on the gang-plank, and usher 
each lot of brutes to steamer quarters. 

The marvel of this invention is the introduction of compound branding. 
Observe. Over the dummy's body, from its horns to its hindermost, 
are stamped all the brands of our Southern and Western cattle ranches ; 
the result of which will be that each steer, as it approaches, will recog- 
nize, somewhere, the trade-mark of its fatherland, and consequently, 
concluding that the dummy is a brother of the ranch, follow without fear 
or farther comment. 
"Soo, bossy, sool" 
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THE CRAG COUNTENANCE COMPANY (LTD.). 

PROSPECTUS. 

NATURE, usually so lavish, has been parsimonious with one of her 
products, — the rock combination, popularly known as The Old Man 
of the Mountain. In a world of twenty-five thousand miles circumfer- 
ence, she has probably not created more than a dozen of these facial 
phenomena; and, even among such a small crop, but one bears a 
decidedly close resem- 
blance to the human 
face. In all of them the 
vivid imagination of the 
tourist has to supply 
some of the features; 
for where there is a 
nose, for instance, the 
chin is as absent as 
Charles Ross; and so 
on. Women have gone 
mad trying to trace out 
the vague face, and 
strong men have had to 
imbibe strong draughts 
before they could see 
what the optimistic 
guide discerns. 

And why does Nature 
always mould an old 
man ? Would not the face of a woman on the crag (where the sun would 
come o' mornings to kiss it !) draw more crowds ? Would not even the 
stony face of Dr. Mary Walker be lovelier than the creviced, bumpy 
phiz of an old man } Would not the summer resort that owned a Young 
Maid of the Mountain thrive apace ? 




FOR CONEY ISLAND. 
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It is to supply the shortcomings of Nature that the Crag Countenance 
Company (Ltd ) will devote its best efforts. In an age where the largest 
block in the Liberty pedestal is artificial stone, it will be easy for us to 
imitate Nature in her materials ; and with the aid of foreign sculptors we 
can excel her in her designs. 

Our castings are ready, and we can now turn out stone heads in all 
types of feminine beauty ; and, to accord with the various localities, we 
have prepared special faces for special places, which fact the summer 

resort host will bear 
in mind when order- 
ing a crag counten- 
ance for his particu- 
lar vicinity. 

For resorts near 
Boston, we have a 
classic Grecian face, 
copied after the co- 
lossal Athene, For 
resorts adjacent to 
New York, we have 

\ '^ **'\WP^??^^^^T>^"^""Si^ ^ ^ popular face (No. 

Y' ' "; "/^'^X A- fi^^/^ r "* 28 in our catalogue), 

C^ C^^\ ^ '\ representing a Brit- 

ish burlesque blonde. 
(With this head we 
send a cask of chalk and a barrel of vermilion paint, with which the 
owner can keep the face well rouged) For Philadelphian resorts, we 
have a quaint Quaker face ; for Western cities, 2^ feldspar Minnehaha. 

Purchasers will please send a chipping from the cliff on which the face 
is to be placed, so that we can tint to match ; also state whether the 
head is to be bolted or glued to the crag. 

We are not working for gratitude, but know we shall receive it when 
the crags of Columbia teem with our faultless faces. Thousands of 
dollars have been drawn to the White Mountains by the indifferently 
moulded features of an old man. Think what the exquisite features of 
The Young Maid of the Mountain will accomplish, ye hayseed hosts I 

Catalogue and terms on application. 
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THE ELITE ELOPEMENT COMPANY (UNLTD.). 

SPIRITED * elopements, with scaling ladders and waiting coaches, 
are almost a lost art; and whether it is because this age is too 
practical for such romance, or the modern buildings are too tall for the 
ordinary ladders of latter-day lovers, is a question which is open to dis- 
cussion. Our debating societies might shed some of their light on the 
matter. 

The Elite Elopement Company, having faith in the continuance (even 
under modern discouragements) of theget-up-at-night-and-scoot-with-your- 
own-true-love spirit, has organized a system which, it is hoped, will make 
elopements so attractive that a revival of anti-parental nuptials may at 
once be expected. 

The Company will make the future elopement a well-planned, sys- 
tematic operation, quite the reverse of the olden-time, crude, hurry-scurry 
flight, in which every thing was in confusion, and the plans were so 
amateurish that flat failure was frequently and logically the result. 

Now, when a lover wants to carry off a girl, he makes an entry on the 
Company's books, after which he has nothing to do until receipt of an 
official notification that the Company's carriage will call for him at a 
specified time. 

After such an entry, the Company sends one of its skilled surveyors 
to the young lady's house, where the servants are feed, and a careful 
survey and map of the premises are made, showing all the exits, by door, 
window, and chimney. 

Next, full inquiry is made of the family physician as to the paternal's 
fighting condition, hours of sleep, density of slumber, aggressiveness of 
snore, proneness to sudden awaking, habits of mind when abruptly dis- 
turbed, speed record of his available horses, nearness of stables, etc., 
etc., and the Company's forces and horses are regulated to correspond. 

These points having been systematically arranged, a copy of rules and 
regulations is next forwarded to the lady ; and nothing remains but to 
await the appointed night. 

When the time arrives, the Company's carriage is sent to the groom's 

23 
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house ; and he may well be surprised when, with full dress (as instructed), 
he issues from his dwelling, and first sees the vehicle waiting for him. 
This combination vamoose van and hasty hymeneal hack — a triumph 
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LEAVING THE HOUSE. 



of its kind — was made in Europe under the personal supervision of the 
Company's architect. 

It is a combination of the Queen Anne caboose (with Ethelred the 
Unready fittings) and the New York fire hook and ladder. In front b 
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the caboose, consisting of one modern apartment, in which, as the groom 
enters, he will find the Company's minister (already robed), a chancel, 
a small organ with player, and a full line of blank marriage certificates, 
in English, French, Welsh, Greek, and Russian. The rear of the vehicle 
is, as before mentioned, on the plan of the fire hook and ladder ; and on 
same will be found a complete set of well-seasoned ladders, which, when 
connected, will serve for the highest flat in New York. 

The whole is drawn by four horses, each of which has a record, as will 
be found in certificates at the head office. No pursuing cob can catch 
these Cupid barbs. 
After entering, the groom is driven to his girl's house, the ladders are 

placed in position, a blanket 
is held underneath to catch 
the maid if she falls, the lady 
is secured, and the wedding 
ceremony is then consummated 
en route. 

This is doing the thing with 
dignity, and no pulse need 
throb above forty during the 
entire operation. A short 
section of the ladder, gilded or ebonized, will afterward be presented to 
the happy pair, as a memento ; and they can hang it on their walls among 
the pictures. 

To each couple the Company also presents a copy of the postal card 
edition of the following poem, written specially for its trade. The 
poem accompanies the souvenir ladder, and is entitled : — 




THEIR BEST FRIEND. 

Amid their costly bric-a-brac ^ 

Proofs, etchings, vases, statues tall, 
I saw — where should have hung ?i plaque — 

A twelve-foot ladder on the wall. 
With dainty bows 'twas covered o'er, , 

In modern decorative way; 
And in the light it glittered, for 

The sides and rungs with gilt were gay. 
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" I value that above the rest/' 

The newly married said, in glee; 
" For doAvn those rungs, with throbbing breast, 

One night a maiden came to me. 
And after we were safely wed 

Her parents sent the ladder here: 
* Our wedding gift ' — 'twas all they said. 

And now we hold it very dear." 

The Company has made special arrangements for marriage notices, 
and can contract at club rates in sixty-five hundred newspapers and 
reviews. 



THE BURGLAR BED. 

AS all society circles know, the Brick Wedding celebrates and souve- 
nirs the eighty-fourth day of married life ; and when the night of 
such an occasion arrives, the blushing wife is richer by the presentation 
of sundry brick ovens, brick houses, and bric-h-brcu: in general ; while the 
popular husband has a brick in his 'hat, and several brickbats (the gifts 
of admiring creditors) grouped in \i\^ foyer. 

Such an auburn income is a boon to those young couples who start 
housekeeping with a fancy lamp and a card-receiver. 

But, unfortunately, the presence of such valuables often tempts the 
burglar to join the family circle, causing the inmates to start promptly 
for the large open space beneath the bedstead, at the sound of the foreign 
footstep in the hall, and the larcenous fingers upon the latch. 

Beneath the bed is certainly a good place to be at such a moment, but, 
alas, you cannot always reach there on schedule time ; and, even if you 
succeed in getting out of sight, you leave a bed which points to very 
recent occupancy, and the burglar, therefore, may suspect your near-by 
presence, and httnt for you. 

Again, you may not wake until the burglar is actually in the room, 
when of course it is too late to move, and you have nothing to do but 
to deceive him with the idea that you have been dead thirty-four days ; 
your heart all the while thumping the springs, until they are broken 
off short. 

It is claimed that the new Burglar Bed will remedy all the evils of the 
cracksman's night. In the first place, this new bed is automatic — 
instantly automatic, — and, being connected by electric wires with all the 
doors, windows, flues, and mouse-holes, will start its work the instant 
the burglar attempts an entrance, and finish before he gets into the room. 
The sleeper, without any act on his part, is simply deposited on the floor 
l)eneath, and withal so gently as not even to awaken him. 

The bed proper is composed of two longitudinal sections, each of 
which revolves on pivots toward the centre, making an opening, through 
which the sleeper drops to the floor beneath. The two sections com- 
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pleting their revolution, come together again with the under side now on 
top. This under side is simply a well -made-up dummy bed, which (when 
the burglar sees it) at once convinces him that no one has been occupying 
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THE BED IN OPERATION. 

the room; consequently the sleeper, safely out of sight below, is left 
undisturbed. 

Five hundred of these beds have been -ordered for Vassar College, and 
henceforth when, late at night, the burglar enters that institution, he will 
feel like a hermit. 

And the man with the cork leg can make just as close connections as 
his fellow nocturnal travelers. 



THE REFORM TUNNEL. 



THE Union for Woman's Work has on exhibition ihe model of an 
invention which, if adopted, will do away with the present style of 
kissing and squeezing other men's wives, at the rate of forty miles an 
hour. 

The inventor is a matrimonially-belated maiden (forty), who was once 
hugged by a drummer while passing through the Hoosac Tunnel. After 
that experience she at once studied the statistics ; and, finding that there 

were eleven hundred and seven 
miles of railway caves in this 
country, she saw that the sys- 
tem should be remodelled, else 
unprotected women tourists 
would be obliged to leave the 
train, and start afoot across 
country, on arrival at each 
tunnel. 
After arduous labors she 
I'jtr^^'Vi^ succeeded in inventing the 
*-'"^"" Patent Safety Tunnel, which, 
it is thought, will effectually 
check man from taking privileges not stipulated on his ticket or time 
table. 

The mechanism of the new tunnel is very simple, — a combination of 
the duplex and hoisting-gear systems. 

Upon approach of a train, the sides of the tunnel part from top to 
bottom, allowing the sun to light the entire cut. Then the train passes 
through the illumined way, and expectant man is obliged to sink back 
abashed. 

But in case the grasping railroad monopolies refuse to build the new 
tunnels, our inventor has another contrivance which will protect her sex 
from the terrors of subterranean travel. 
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The reader will 
probably remember 
the French clocks, 
whose phosphorescent 
'faces are luminous in 
the darkest night. 5^' ^-r ^ 

With these in mind '■ "^"' 
she has prepared what s..^ 
she calls " Tunneline," 
a phosphorescent cos- 
metic, with which the 
woman traveler can 
anoint her face and 
waist. 

The result of such 
application will be ap- 
parent. As soon as the 
woman is in the dark- 
ness of the tunnel, her 





^- ^ jj? ^' 



FIG. 2. — THE SAME TUNNEL WHEN OPENED. 



face and waist will radiate light, and l^ 
plainly visible to the eyes of all her 
fellow-travelers. 

Any man then trying to kiss or hug 
wt'II be seen as soon as his lips or arms 
come in contact with her face or waist — 
and who would be familiar under such 
circumstances ? 

Perhaps, after all, with such an oint- 
ment (sold on the cars by the train 
boys) the Patent Safety Tunnel would 
be superfluous. 



THE TOURIST MOUNTAIN-SUNRISE COMPANY. 




Mlli market value of a sunrUe is 
hir^eJy deptndcint on the snr" 
rouiidiiigs. 

As viewed from the window of a blind asylum, its commercial value 
might be expressed as — o. As seen on the morning of a heavy rate, oo 
might represent the value. To the beauty seeker a sunrise on the Jersey 
flats is worth about seven cents. 

From this figure the scale rises from the foot hill to the mountain, at 
which latter point the fancy figures begin. A view of the sunrise at Mt. 
Washington costs the tourist one hundred dollars; Piste's Peak, two 
hundred and fifty dollars ; and Mont Blanc (including first cabin passage 
and wines), one thousand dollars, more or less. 

The sun that shines on the classic Alps is probably the same one that 
beams on vulgar America; but, of course, Yankees must expect to pay 
more in Europe for the same thing. 

But, unfortunately, the worst feature of the case is, not the high price, 
but rather the uncertainty of the sun, which, on the above mountain-tops, 
is as unreliable as a prima donna ; and many a tourist reaches the top 
only to meet disappointment — the coy sun sending him a haze or a 
cloud, which may be taken as the doctor's certificate for non-appearance. 

In this, man is more reliable than Nature. Man takes the tourist from 
his city haunt, places him in a parlor car, and whirls him to and up the 
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mountain peak, without missing a connection. There he turns his charge 
over to Nature — and then Nature often fails to carry out her share of 
the contract. She does not exhibit her sun. Fancy the feelings of the 
broken-hearted tourist, as he retraces his way homeward, thinking of 
the money and time spent to no purpose. 

In future this evil will be remedied by The Tourist Mountain-Sunrise 
Company, which will have sub-solar stations ok the peaks mentioned, and 
furnish a thoroughly realistic sunrise on all mornings when the original 
Sol fails to appear. 

A huge spherical balloon, weighted so that it will rise slowly and 
majestically, and having a luminous face, similar to stage orbs, will 
appear over the brim of the peak at the sound of the Com 
pany's sunrise gun; while a calcium will tint the crags 
and valleys with Aurora's blush, causing the enrai> 
tuied tourist to exclaim, "Jocund day stands tiptoe 
on the misty mountain-top." 

After such a view, the tourist may continue 
his journey well content. 

Flam mar ion, referring to certain foreign ^^'''^ 
planets which revolve around suns quite 
different from ours, says, — 

•*What a variety of light with two 
suns, one red and the other green, __ 

or one yellow and the other blue^^*^ J^^^mf ^- <^^/m^ 

must be experienced on a planet which revolves around one or the other ; 
and what charming contrasts and what magnificent alternations must 
arise from a red day and a green day [St. Patrick's], succeeded in turn 
with a white day, and with darkness! What nature is there 1 What 
unimaginable beauty clothes with unknown splendor those distant lands 
scattered in endless space 1 " 

What is to hinder this sunrise organization, with its combinations of 
colored glass, from bringing all those sublime effects to the eye of the 
dweller on this sphere ? 

The roosting chickens in the foreground of the picture may not be 
deceived by this oleomargarine sun j but the Company will have better 
luck with human nature. 
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THE CHINA CAT COMPANY (LTD.). 

PROSPECTUS. 

NO matter how far the world advances in enlightenment, the sailor 
continues to cherish the superstitions of his craft ; and among the 
chief of his myths is the one regarding the exodus of rats. The mariner 




a WIGGUMG BEAM. d ECCENTRIC CRANK. CC CAT. dd REPAIRED SIDE OF VESSEL. 
A ABSCONDING RODENT. 

can stand storms and sailors* boarding-houses ; but when the rats begin 
to leave his ship he loses all hope, and looks for the worst. 

The China Cat Company (Ltd.) manufacture an article which will 
counteract all trouble from this quarter, by compelling the rats to stay 
aboard. The invention consists of a series of stiff iron rods, extending 
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into the water from the vessel's side; and upon these bars are placed 
china cats. These cats are under water, out of which, by an ingenious 
mechanism, each one is made to spring every thirteen seconds. Thus, as 
the vessel speeds along, cats are frisking all around her. 




a a THE SHIP, bbh water, cc cats. 

Water-rats may be bold, but we are prepared to give our guarantee 
certificate that not one will desert the ship when our machine is in action. 
A small crank, worked by the cabin boy, supplies all needed power. A 
working model can be seen on dumping scow No. i8. 



THE EARLY BUD INSURANCE COMPANY. 



THE Early Bud Insurance Company is now prepared to insure those 
crops that are subject to the blighting frosts of early spring. 
The loss of the peach crop is the annual bugaboo of farmers; and, 




PREPARING FOR A CHANGE OF WEATHER. 

during early spring, they would rather raise the hired men's wages than 
meet a whiff of cold night air en route to their blooming trees. 

Now, man takes good care \.(\ keep his animals warm. He puts his 
live-stock in a comfortable barn, and then they need not care a munch 
for the night without. But his live trees, that are to bring him hard 
cash in the fall; his active trees, that become round-shouldered with 
their load of blossoms, he leaves out-doors over night to shiver and 
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freeze. He hangs his coarse shirt by the warm fire, while he leaves 
that most delicate of all textures — the blossom — out in the cold, wild 
air. 

Now, if he would exercise a bit of sense ; if he would warm his trees, 
as he does himself and his animals, he would have a different experience. 

The Early Bud Insurance Company — which, while earning its living, 




does to the trees what Bergh did to the animals — has a system whereby 
it can protect all buds, thus insuring the full after-crop. 

When a risk is noted on a farm, a portable gas work is at once erected 
in the centre of the field; and hundreds of gas stoves — connected with 
the huge central receiver — are fastened among the branches of the 
trees. At nightfall the gas is turned on, the stoves are lighted, and all 
night they radiate their heat through the branches, thus protecting each 
bud and blossom. Under such an arrangement the peach crop can never 
be ruined by Jack Frost. 
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The Company's rales are : — 

Peach, apple t and pear trees xo % 

Huckleberry and gooseberry bushes 00% 

Pumpkin vines Special rate. 

At a slightly advanced rate this Company will also protect the spring 
"brilers," by placing these stoves at regular intervals on the roosts; and 
the chicken thief will not be so active when the upward reach may land 
his hand on a red hot stove, instead of a fat pullet. 

\ 

HOW THE CHICKBN TU1£F IS FOILED. 




THE PATENT ROLLER ASPHALT YACHT. 




R ret est mart. Vive le rot I " Roller- 

takating is dead; but the rink still lives, 

rejitxenated by the introduction of Mr. 

Frost 1. Sickles*s Patent Roller Asphalt 

jv w^^^^^^W-^ Yacht, which boat bears the 

Jv^ ^ jfc^^^^^^^J^ J same relation to ice-yachting 

f, <i^ ^BtETSr^H Jv^^^ ^ tiiat roller does to ice-skating, 

and brings winter cruising to 
our very doors. With it, New 
York will henceforth be as de- 
sirable a winter resort as Pough- 
keepsie. 

The new asphalt yacht will 
run on five-inch triple-greased 
rollers, and ought to beat the 
record of its ice rivals ; some 
enthusiasts going so far as to 
state that it will easily make two miles in a minute (over an hour). 
But how will this sailing craft get its nor'easter inside a building? 
Very simple problem, that. 

Huge l)ellows will be erected at the four ends of the rink. The one 
at the north, run by a goat engine, will give a N.E. by N. blast, lusty 
enough to heel the boats over on their lee rollers. The bellows at the 
west, run by a safety cut-off, come-off, fourteen-bug-power dummy engine, 
will give the rink fleet a close-reefed windward run, from the ticket office, 
at one end, to and around the German band buoy at the other. 

The bellows at the south will waft each craft here and there in the 
many-angled tack. 

On souvenir nights all the bellows can be set in motion, thus allowing 
a series of evolutions that will give even the deadheads their money's 
worth. On such nights the howling wind (specially cooled and scented) 
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will blow S. by N.W.E., and each yacht will require a second pilot to 
" man the helium," in case the first has a stroke of paralysis. 

Ash-barrels will be placed on the course at intervals, to represent ice 
hummocks, and over these the impetuous boats will bound, /J la Hudson 
River. Occasionally a boat will disappear through a trap-door; thus 
giving the realistic effect of broken ice, and a plunge. 

Another feature will be the (stage) train of cars, running along the 
margin of the asphalt. This will allow those exciting races with locomo- 
tives, of which we have read. 

The schedule of prices for a ride in the yacht will be something like 
this: — 



Nor'easter, with imitation hummocks . . . 
Sou'easter, with two-minute tacks . . 
Souvenir nights, with winds d. la Signal Office . 

Matinee calms 

Locomotive races (with our " Cohoes Limited") 



90C. per hour. 
x8 " 
50 " 
5 
asc each. 



Finally, those who want to go it alone will be accommodated with an 
adaptation from the Norwegian, to be known 
in our American rinks as the Spinal-Column 
Coaster. The skipper of this craft steers 
by the slack in his suspenders, as will be 
observed in the picture, where the gentleman 
is trying to weather a post dead ahead. (If 
the wind will not permit a clearance, he can 
take an anchor from his vest-pocket, and, by 
casting it, effectually check his mad career.) 

The Spinal-Column Coaster is the cheapest 
craft known, both as regards cost and run- 
ning expenses. The rigging consists simply 
of a sail, a high hat, and a swallow-tail coat ; 
the hull, two shoes, and a pair of roller- 
skates. The crew consists of but one man. 




THE SUBMARINE FARMING COMPANY. 

CULTIVATE THE FALLOW FIELDS BENEATH THE FLOOD. 

VEN at this day the Atlantic 
Coast States are becoming so 
densely populated that there is 
hardly enough farm land to go 
round; and, in view of this, 
it has occurred to certain 
capitalists that the tillable 
area may be largely and ben- 
eficially increased by making 
use of the immense tracts of 
land now lying waste beneath 
the ocean. 

The Submarine Farming 

Company having obtained a 

^^ grant of one million acres 

of these sea lands, now propose starting a model farm beneath the 

ocean, three miles off Coney Island, and thereby ascertain, by actual 

experiment, if the new and advanced theory is feasible. 

The operations of the submarine farm will be carried on by a skilled 
corps of farmers, safely encased in the most approved diving suits, and 
the live-stock necessary to the work will be similarly covered; thus 
insuring to man and beast, during their labors, a constant current of 
bracing sea air. 

It is believed that seaweeds, under proper culture, may become, in 
course of time, a valuable food product; and huge paddies of rice — 
that water-loving plant — will also be cultivated, a sinker being attached 
to each grain at the time it is planted. Our other cereals may be induced 
to grow on the saline meadows. To be sure, they are now considered as 
land growths, but we put this pertinent question: Has any actual 
experiment proved that they will not also thrive on ocean fields? 





THE SUBMARINE FARMER'S HOME. 
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The great point in our favor is that there can never be any drought on 
our fields. Another point is that pioneer settlers will not have to spend 
half their lives in clearing off trees ; and the only snag the submarine 
plough will ever encounter will be— possibly — some old money-chest o£ 
Capt. Kidd. The dibris from Coney Island will be a free fertilizer. 




'%"^'^;^ 







A FARM SCENE. 



To write up the country, we have engaged an ex-Florida land novelist; 
and we are now training him in the use of the diving bell, preparatory to 
the commencement of his labors. To accustom himself to this peculiar 
line of literary work, he has written the following idyl : — 



THE MODERN MERMAID; 

OR, THE DIVING BELLE AND HER SUBMARINE SUITOR. 



AN ICHTHYOLOGIC IDYL (FISH STORY). 



(All dramatic rights reserved.) 



^IIE seaweed maid, Babette, 
was the dutiful daughter of 
a diver; and every bright 
morn she donned one of her 
father's business suits, and, 
sinking to the bottom of the 
sea, walked through her sub- 
marine garden, hunting for 
fish eggs, and culling simples 
for his frugal repast. Little 
Babette was kind hearted, and the 
fishes lovingly followed in her wake. 
She brought them crumbs of baker's 
bread \ and one little snub-nosed chondropterygiany 
whom she dearly loved, always received a special 
dainty doughnut crumb. This little fellow, behind 
whose gills, woman-like, she had tied a water-proof 
ceHuloid bow, was trained to carry her basket, 
nnd she led him by a string, fastened through an 
old fish-hook hole in his mouth. The little fellow, 
whom she called Nathaniel, was very proud of his special distinction. 

One day, while intent on her filial food task, she was startled at seeing 
a strange diver approach her, stubbing his toe on a cable as he neared. 
The new-comer, with his free, oi>en bearing, was fair to behold ; and she 
felt a tremor at her heart, as he stopped at a respectful distance, and 
regarded her with evident admiration. 
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* SHE FELT A TREMOR AT HER HEART." 



THE MODERN MERMAID. 
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Oral converse was, under the circumstances, impossible ; but with the 
expressive signs of the United States deaf-and-dumb language, he told 
the maid his passion. He pointed to his heart, and then from the ends 
of his fingers came the vows with which man woos woman. 

Simple, trusting Babette 1 Child wife ! Soon he had his arm about 




THE PRETTY PICTURE. 

her waist, and her encased head lay confidingly on his bosom. In troth 
it was a pretty picture. 

But true love never runs smooth. Babette had divers diver lovers ; 
and as she stood thus encircled, with her little foot idly tapping the 
Mackay-Bennett cable, a rejected suitor happened that way, in his search 
for a garbage scow which had been recently sunk. 

He started and glared at the si^ht of Babette and ^ favQred rival. 



so 
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He stamped his foot ; he shook his fist at the pair. 

He would kill that rival ; he would cut his rubber air pipe I 

With a clasp-knife aloft, — with a howl which was confined to his iron 
cowl, he rushed on the unconscious pair. 

Just as the knife was about to descend, there was a swoop above, a 
turn of a dorsal fin, a flash of a mighty tail ; and the would be murderer 




THE VILLAIN S END. 

was checked in his foul act, and whisked away to meet, himself, a shark- 
ing death. 

Babette and her diver, unconscious of all but themselves, strolled on, 
arm in arm, past the house of the hippoglossoides and the lair of the jelly- 
fish, along by the home of the myxinoid (half-brother to the charley- 
wampus). On they went, unmolested, until, happening to meet another 
diver, who on earth was a justice of the peace, they knelt, and were 
made merman and wife. 

And one day mermamma Babette had occasion to employ a very novel 
nurse. 




THE WEDDING. 




THE SEA URCHIN AND HIS NURSE. 



THE METROPOLITAN LASSO COMPANY. 



N metropolitan life there are certain mishaps, which 
come upon man so suddenly, that, for the moment, 
he is non-plussed ; and, by the time he regains his 
self-possession, the harm has been done past 
remedy. 
The Metropolitan Lasso Company has secured 
^/^j^ y a force of native lassoists (picked from Southern 
/■''■■'J and Western ranches), who will be stationed at 
T^Jt^ : ■ , J various parts of the city; and their duty will be 
^■^-^'^'t'^ to avert (at a moderate charge) the class of acci- 
dents referred to above. 
In the first place, all hats blown from the head to the ground, and 
thence to and along the gutter, at the rate of forty-five miles an hour. 





THE WAITER, 



will be promptly captured by the swift and unerring lasso of one of our 
men, at the following rates : — 
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Derby , 2 cents. Opera (shut) 8 cents. 

Straw 3 " Stovepipe i cent. 

Opera (open) 5 " Crush (soft) 18 cents. 

At the cry of " stop thief ! " one of our men will promply encircle- the 
fleeing purloiner, at the following rates : — 

Sneak thief 10 cents. Umbrella thief ^ cent. 

Pocketbook thief 19 " Shoplifter 7 cents. 

Mad dogs will also be immediately attended to by our lassoists, at 




FOR THE CAR CONDUCTOR. 

slightly increased rates, owing to the high price of a first-class cabin 
passage to Paris. Our schedule for this branch of work will be : — 



Spitz $18 00 

Biack-and-tan z 19 

Poodle 84 



Pug $0 13 

Bull dog 218 00 

Mastiff 67 00 



For fast driving on public streets our men will be found an effective 
preventative ; and they will always be ready to lasso any style of convey- 
ance» at the following tariff : — 



Trotters . $1 50 

Grocery and butcher x 25 



Runaways $12 50 

Dray (with Irish driver) • • • , 21 00 



By the foregoing it will be seen that we contract to stop such fleeting 
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objects as cannot be arrested by policemen, yelling, or other ordinary 
means; and those who have seen the effectiveness of the lasso in skilled 
hands will readily believe that we can accomplish our peculiar line of 
work. 

The lasso can also be made a factor in metropolitan life in other ways 
than those already described. 

Any one desiring prompt service in our public dining-rooms, and unable 
to secure a waiter, can call in one of our men, who will promptly capture 
any negro he may designate. 

Car conductors, who often have a deep-seated antipathy to stopping for 




FOR THE OFFENSIVE ACTOR. 



passengers, can, with one of our lassoists on the rear platform, secure 
any or all fares along the route, without pausing in their five-cent career. 

Policemen who are never on the right spot can be secured by simply 
starting one of our lassos on a tour around the back streets. 

On the Brooklyn bridge, would-be suicides can be stopped mid-air. 
The charge for this service will depend on the avoirdupois of the rescued 
person. 

At the theatre, an offensive actor can be promptly removed from the 
stage, at the request of any one in the audience. 

Intoxicated men need not again fumble with a temperance key-hole. 
On nights of intended sprees they can station one of our men in the upper 
story, and on coming home will only be obliged to remain passive on the 
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Street below, while they are lassoed and afterwards drawn in through the 
upper window. 

We could go on enumerating modern instances where our lasso would 
be the right thing in the right place, but modesty forbids further mention. 
Having amply proved our utility, we pause content. 

Our men, dressed in the Mexican costume and wearing ornamental 
license badges, will be picturesque objects on the public thoroughfares. 




THE LASSO AFTER THE SPREE. 
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